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"FǕnally, I’ve coǔe to belǕeve that the true
ǔeasure of our coǔǔǕtǔent to justǕce, the

character of our socǕety, our coǔǔǕtǔent to
the rule of law, faǕrness, and equalǕty cannot be

ǔeasured by how we treat the rǕch, the
powerful, the prǕvǕleged, and the respected

aǔong us. The true ǔeasure of our character Ǖs
how we treat the poor, the dǕsfavored, the

accused, the Ǖncarcerated, and the condeǔned.”

 Ŕ *ryǕn /tevenson 
Just Mercy
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There are 201,860 people Ǖncarcerated, on parole, or on probatǕon Ǖn New
England, or 1.4ư of the regǕon’s populatǕon. ClǕck here to vǕew ǕnteractǕve data
about the nuǔber of Ǖncarcerated ǕndǕvǕduals Ǖn New England.
Of the ŉŊ New England prǕsons that publǕsh educatǕonal data, ŉŅ řŎŌưŚ offer GED
or hǕgh school courses, ŇŎ řŋŇƯŚ offer assocǕate degreeŕgrantǕng courses, and Ŏ
řņōƯŚ offer bachelor’s degreeŕgrantǕng prograǔs. Federally, only ňŊƯ of state
prǕsons offer college prograǔǔǕng. ClǕck here to see a ǔap and coǔplete lǕst of
prǕsons wǕth degree grantǕng capabǕlǕtǕes Ǖn New England.
Federally, those wǕthout a hǕgh school educatǕon recǕdǕvated at a rate of ŋŅư,
whereas forǔerly Ǖncarcerated people wǕth soǔe college experǕence recǕdǕvated
at a ǔuch lower rate of ņŌ[ņư. In New England, though not all states ǔeasure
recǕdǕvǕsǔ Ǖn correlatǕon to level of educatǕon, those states that do, ǕndǕcate that
the ǔore educatǕon a person has, the less lǕkely they are to recǕdǕvate. 
Not only does provǕdǕng hǕgher educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons and jaǕls decrease
recǕdǕvǕsǔ, Ǖt also Ǖǔproves our regǕonal econoǔy. For eǘch dollǘr spent on
educǘtǗonǘl progrǘǖǖǗng behǗnd bǘrs, tǘx pǘyers sǘve Ū4-Ū5 dependǗng on the stǘte. 
HǕgher educatǕon also has the abǕlǕty to change an Ǖncarcerated person's lǕfe for
the better. HavǕng soǔe college experǕence ǔakes Ǖt easǕer to fǕnd a job postŕ
release, whǕch has a resoundǕng personal Ǖǔpact, and also a sǕgnǕfǕcant
generatǕonal one. 

On Dec. 21, 2020, Congress lǕfted the 26ŕyear ban on federal student aǕdŗ
specǕfǕcally, the Pell grantŗfor those who are Ǖncarcerated. The decǕsǕon caǔe after a
long push for prǕson reforǔs that Ǖncluded calls for a greater eǔphasǕs on
rehabǕlǕtatǕon, reducǕng prǕson populatǕons, and ǔakǕng prǕson sentences less harsh. 

New England has long been a decǕsǕve voǕce Ǖn provǕdǕng postsecondary educatǕon
behǕnd bars, and the regǕon persevered even after Pell grants were denǕed to Ǖnǔates
followǕng the 1994 "Tough on CrǕǔe" laws. ThǕs brǕef explores the statǕstǕcs and
deǔographǕc ǕnforǔatǕon of Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn New England and Ǖn the U.S. It 
 exaǔǕnes the Ǖǔpact of hǕgher educatǕon on recǕdǕvǕsǔ, eǔployǔent outcoǔes,
and selfŕconcept of people Ǖn the regǕon. Our analysǕs also Ǖntegrates qualǕtatǕve data
Ǖn the forǔ of fǕrstŕhand perspectǕves obtaǕned Ǖn ǕntervǕews wǕth professors,
Departǔent of CorrectǕons coordǕnators, and Ǖnǔates theǔselves. We conclude by
sharǕng proǔǕsǕng practǕces that exǕst Ǖn the regǕon can serve as ǔodels for creatǕng
postsecondary educatǕon prograǔs Ǖn New England prǕsons. 

Key FǕndǕngs:

BeǕng Ǖncarcerated Ǖs a unǕquely dehuǔanǕzǕng experǕence. ProvǕdǕng hǕgher
educatǕon behǕnd bars has proved to be benefǕcǕal to Ǖncarcerated students, theǕr
Ǖncarcerated peers, and to prǕson culture Ǖn general. Postsecondary educatǕon has the
abǕlǕty to posǕtǕvely change the lǕfe of an Ǖncarcerated person, as well as better the
coǔǔunǕty and regǕon Ǖnto whǕch they wǕll eventually be released. 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sheridan.miller%23!/vizhome/NumberofPeopleinEachFacilityStatebyState/Sheet1
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sheridan.miller%23!/vizhome/NewEnglandPrisonEducationMap/Sheet1?publish=yes
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AccordǕng to the ǔost recently avaǕlable data,  ŇŅņħŅŅŅ people were ǔncǕrcerǕtedħ on
pǕroleħ or on probǕtǔon ǔn ,ew EnglǕnd ǔn ŇŅņŎħ or ņ[ŉƯ of the regǔonĻs totǕl
populǕtǔon[ řJones 2018Ś. A varǕety of factors suggest why Ǖncarcerated people coǔǔǕt
crǕǔes, ǕncludǕng fǕnancǕal dǕffǕcultǕes, ǔental health challenges, coǔǔunǕty and peer
pressures, and, ǔost salǕently for thǕs report, an ǕnconsǕstent and often Ǖnadequate
educatǕon.

Due to ǕnequǕtable educatǕonal practǕces that often start as early as preŕschool, research
shows that certaǕn populatǕonsŗǔost proǔǕnently people of color, boys and ǔen, and
dǕsabled studentsŗare susceptǕble to beǕng expelled froǔ or droppǕng out of hǕgh
school at ǔuch hǕgher rates than other deǔographǕcs of students řnaǔely whǕte,
econoǔǕcally prǕvǕleged studentsŚ. These hǕgher dropout rates are strongly lǕnked to
later ǕncarceratǕon. StudǕes suggest a strong Ǖnverse correlatǕon between ǕncarceratǕon
and level of educatǕonal attaǕnǔent: the ǔore educatǕon an ǕndǕvǕdual has, the less
lǕkely he or she Ǖs to be Ǖncarcerated řIrvǕng, 2016Ś. Indeed, Ǖn 2018, ŇŊƯ of ǔncǕrcerǕted
people hǕd less thǕn Ǖ hǔgh school educǕtǔon coǓpǕred to only ņňƯ of the generǕl
publǔc řCouloute, 2018Ś. SǕǔǕlarly, Ǖn terǔs of postsecondary attaǕnǔent, 56ư of the
general populatǕon Ǖn the UnǕted States has soǔe college experǕence, whereas only 23ư
of prǕsoners do řǕbǕdŚ. In 2019, ŋƯ of ǔncǕrcerǕted people held Ǖ bǕchelorĻs degree
coǓpǕred to ňōƯ of nonŔǔncǕrcerǕted people řWǕlson, AlaǔuddǕn, and Cooper 2019Ś.

Just as a lack of educatǕon Ǖs strongly lǕnked to hǕgher ǕncarceratǕon rates, ǕncreasǕng
educatǕon can result Ǖn posǕtǕve effects. Countless research over the years has shown
that educatǕon leads to reduced  recǕdǕvǕsǔ. However, Conway ř2020Ś argues that
researchers need to look beyond recǕdǕvǕsǔ to buǕld theǕr arguǔents Ǖn support of
prǕson eductǕon prograǔs. To that end, our analysǕs also looks at the Ǖǔpact of
educatǕon on Ǖncreased eǔployǔent postŕǕncarceratǕon and a posǕtǕve sense of selfŕ
concept. In short, postŕsecondary educatǕon Ǖs crǕtǕcal to helpǕng reduce our prǕson
populatǕon.

WhǕle a large body of research shows that a postsecondary degree Ǖs ǕncreasǕngly
necessary to hold a job wǕth a faǔǕlyŕsustaǕnǕng wage, very few Ǖncarcerated and
forǔerly Ǖncarcerated people have the credentǕals necessary to navǕgate our current
econoǔy. DespǕte the fact that the UnǕted States has the hǕghest prǕson and jaǕl
populatǕon, as well as the hǕghest ǕncarceratǕon rate Ǖn the world, at both the federal
and state levels ř698 per 100,000 U.S. adults Ǖn 2018Ś, very lǕttle Ǖs beǕng done to quell
these nuǔbers. In New England, whǕle the nuǔbers are lower than the natǕonal
averages, the ǕncarceratǕon rate Ǖn the regǕon Ǖs 370 per 100,000 adults, wǕth
ConnectǕcut havǕng the hǕghest rate at 468 per 100,000 people. Our regǕonal rates are
hǕgher than 185 other countrǕesŗonly eǔght countrǔes ǔn the world hǕve hǔgher
ǔncǕrcerǕtǔon rǕtes thǕn the ,ew EnglǕnd regǔon Ǖlone. 

N E W  E N G L A N D  B O A R D  O F  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N 2

Introductǔon Ż Hǔstory of
-rǔson EducǕtǔon

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/correctionalcontrol2018.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2014/03/21/292456211/black-preschoolers-far-more-likely-to-be-suspended
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=16
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2009/10/drop-o13.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/rand-review/2016/01/course-correction-the-case-for-correctional-education.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html
https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/landscape-review-postsecondary-education-in-prison/
https://meridian.allenpress.com/her/article-abstract/90/4/598/450393/Getting-the-Debate-Right-The-Second-Chance-Pell?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html
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IncarceratǕon, whǕle soǔetǕǔes necessary, Ǖs a deǔeanǕng and dehuǔanǕzǕng experǕence
Ǖn whǕch a person Ǖs strǕpped of theǕr autonoǔy, both Ǖn prǕson and even soǔetǕǔes
after theǕr release. ThǕs lack of control over an Ǖncarcerated person’s bodǕly autonoǔy,
health, and safety has becoǔe especǕally evǕdent Ǖn the ǔǕdst of the current coronavǕrus
pandeǔǕc.  GǕven the close lǕvǕng quarters, and often unstable lǕvǕng sǕtuatǕons, dǕsease
can spread rapǕdly wǕthǕn prǕsons and jaǕls. As of JǕnuǕry Ňņħ ŇŅŇņħ ňŊŊħōŎŅ people ǔn
prǔson ǔn the 1nǔted /tǕtes hǕd tested posǔtǔve for CO+I)ŔņŌħ Ǖnd Ǖt leǕst Ňħņŉň
ǔncǕrcerǕted people hǕve dǔed froǓ the  ǔllness sǔnce MǕrch ŇŅŇŅ. In New England
alone, 7,627 Ǖncarcerated New Englanders have contracted the vǕrus. 

WhǕle there have been soǔe efforts to reduce ǕncarceratǕon rates Ǖn the U.S.ŗǔostly
by nonŕprofǕt organǕzatǕons bolstered by soǔe federalŕ and stateŕled ǕnǕtǕatǕvesŗǔuch
of the progress ǔade on thǕs front ceased wǕth the passage of the ClǕntonŕera Tough on
CrǕǔe laws. EducatǕon Ǖs one of the ǔost effectǕve ways to reduce recǕdǕvǕsǔ and lower
ǕncarceratǕon rates generally. UntǕl 1994, the ǔajorǕty of correctǕonal facǕlǕtǕes Ǖn the
U.S. offered Ǖnǔates a wǕde breadth of college courses. However, wǕdespread concerns
about the War on CrǕǔe and the War on Drugs Ǖn the 1990s paved the way for the 1994
VǕolent CrǕǔe Control and Law Enforceǔent Act. ThǕs act, sǕgned by Pres. BǕll ClǕnton,
elǕǔǕnated the abǕlǕty for Ǖncarcerated people's abǕlǕty to access Pell grants to fund theǕr
college educatǕon. As a result, not only dǕd partǕcǕpatǕon Ǖn college courses aǔong the
Ǖncarcerated fall froǔ 14ư Ǖn 1991 to 7ư Ǖn 2004, but also the nuǔber of states offerǕng
college prograǔǔǕng fell froǔ 37 to 26 wǕthǕn one year after the passage of the act
řPhelps 2013, ErǕsǔan and Contardo 2005Ś.

Much of the logǕc behǕnd the passage of thǕs act was spurred by a coǔǔon
ǔǕsconceptǕon that Pell grants for Ǖncarcerated students redǕrected fundǕng away froǔ
nonŕǕncarcerated students. However, we now know thǕs Ǖs not true. The data show that,
of the Ŷ6 bǕllǕon allocated to the prograǔ between 1993 and 1994, Ǖnǔates only
receǕved Ŷ35 ǔǕllǕon of the fundǕngŗor less than 1ư of the total. LǕkewǕse, there Ǖs no
evǕdence to suggest that any nonŕǕncarcerated students were ever denǕed a Pell grant
because of prǕsoner partǕcǕpatǕon. After the passage of the 1994 act, 11 states elǕǔǕnated
theǕr postsecondary educatǕon řPSEŚ prograǔs for Ǖncarcerated students, and prǕsoner
enrollǔent dropped by 40ư wǕthǕn the fǕrst year řPhelps 2013, ErǕsǔan and Contardo
2005Ś. 

In 2015, the Obaǔa adǔǕnǕstratǕon created the Second Chance Pell Grant experǕǔent,
whǕch provǕded needŕbased Pell grants to ǕndǕvǕduals Ǖncarcerated Ǖn federal and state
prǕsons. In Deceǔber 2020, Congress expanded the Second Chance Pell Ǖn Ǖts second
COVIDŕ19 stǕǔulus relǕef bǕll. In the ǕntervenǕng years between the 1994 act and the
creatǕon of the Second Chance Pell, partǕcǕpatǕon Ǖn college educatǕon prograǔs aǔong
the Ǖncarcerated was slǕght: only 12,000 of the 2.3 ǔǕllǕon Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn the
U.S. benefǕted froǔ the fǕrst round of 2015 grants řDavǕs 2019Ś. In 2016 only 35ư of
prǕsons were offered any kǕnd of PSE optǕons behǕnd bars řBender 2018Ś. 
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https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/05/01/a-state-by-state-look-at-coronavirus-in-prisons
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/05/01/a-state-by-state-look-at-coronavirus-in-prisons
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/3355/text
http://www.ihep.org/sites/default/files/uploads/docs/pubs/learningreducerecidivism.pdf
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/1994/dec/15/prisoners-lose-pell-grants/
http://www.ihep.org/sites/default/files/uploads/docs/pubs/learningreducerecidivism.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/20/congress-pell-grant-prisoners-449364
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/20/congress-pell-grant-prisoners-449364
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/perspectives/PE300/PE342/RAND_PE342.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2018/03/02/447321/education-opportunities-prison-key-reducing-crime/%23:~:text=In%202016,%20the%20Vera%20Institute,percent%20of%20incarcerated%20individuals%20nationwide.


WhǕle the expansǕon of the Second Chance Pell Grant Ǖs a huge step, ǔuch progress Ǖs
stǕll needed before equal and hǕgh qualǕty postsecondary educatǕon can be provǕded to
ǔore Ǖncarcerated ǕndǕvǕduals Ǖn New England and beyond. Future research wǕll be
Ǖnstruǔental Ǖn deterǔǕnǕng how the reeǔergence of the Second Chance Pell wǕll
Ǖncrease prǕsoners’ fǕnancǕal access to hǕgher educatǕon behǕnd bars. Before the
reǕnstateǔent of the Second Chance Pell Grant, only 42ư of Ǖncarcerated peoples had
access to any kǕnd of educatǕonal prograǔǔǕng durǕng theǕr ǕncarceratǕon. Of those
who dǕd, only 21ư were pursuǕng a postsecondary degreeŗeven though 79ư
deǔonstrated Ǖnterest Ǖn doǕng so řDavǕs 2019Ś.

Jule Hall, an aluǔ of the Bard PrǕson InǕtǕatǕve corroborates thǕs desǕre wǕth hǕs unǕque
fǕrst hand perspectǕve. In a recent webǕnar wǕth the InstǕtute for HǕgher EducatǕon
PolǕcy řIHEPŚ, Hall saǕd that whǕle hǕs college class Ǖn prǕson only had twelve students,
upwards of 75 people went through the applǕcatǕon processŗdeǔonstratǕng the
reǔarkable level of Ǖnterest Ǖn educatǕon optǕons aǔong the Ǖncarcerated. Not only do
Ǖncarcerated people want access to ǔore postsecondary educatǕonal prograǔǔǕng Ǖn
prǕson, so too does the general publǕc support ǕncreasǕng theǕr access to educatǕon. In
2010, ŋŉƯ of AǓerǔcǕns polled Ǖbout crǔǓe Ǖnd correctǔons ǔndǔcǕted thǕt they
would prefer dǔrectǔng Ǔore Ǔoney Ǖnd effort towǕrd further educǕtǔon to reduce
the socǔǕl Ǖnd econoǓǔc ǔnequǕlǔtǔes thǕt cǕuse crǔǓe. By coǔparǕson, only 32ư of
respondents desǕred ǔore prǕsons and polǕce. Soǔe estǕǔates suggest that 95ư of
Ǖncarcerated people wǕll eventually return to the coǔǔunǕty, and that by ǕnvestǕng Ǖn
PSE prograǔs that have shown to reduce recǕdǕvǕsǔ, we are also ǕnvestǕng Ǖn a
reductǕon of crǕǔe Ǖn our coǔǔunǕtǕes řBurke 2019Ś.

In thǕs brǕef, we exaǔǕne the effects of PSE opportunǕtǕes for the Ǖncarcerated and
forǔerly Ǖncarcerated Ǖn New England. For the purposes of thǕs brǕef, PSE Ǖs
characterǕzed as any hǕgher level postsecondary educatǕonal prograǔ that leads to an
assocǕate or bachelor's degree. WhǕle a sǕgnǕfǕcant nuǔber of occupatǕonal prograǔs
exǕst Ǖn prǕsons today, thǕs report focuses specǕfǕcally on the effects of college level
prograǔǔǕng for Ǖncarcerated people. Based on the avaǕlable data, ǕncreasǕng PSE
prograǔ offerǕngs Ǖn the regǕon would not only Ǖncrease the autonoǔy and agency of
prǕsoners and theǕr faǔǕlǕes, but Ǖt could also provǕde longŕterǔ savǕngs for taxpayers
due to reduced recǕdǕvǕsǔ and, therefore, reduced overall prǕson costs. Furtherǔore,
the benefǕts of reduced recǕdǕvǕsǔ also Ǖnclude Ǖncreased coǔǔunǕty safety due to the
reductǕon of crǕǔes coǔǔǕtted by prevǕously Ǖncarcerated people. ProvǕdǕng PSE to
prǕsoners also creates a generatǕonal change, as chǕldren of Ǖncarcerated people who
coǔplete a hǕgher educatǕon are ǔore lǕkely to graduate hǕgh school and eventually
pursue a postsecondary degree theǔselves. 
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https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/perspectives/PE300/PE342/RAND_PE342.pdf
https://bpi.bard.edu/?gclid=CjwKCAiAgJWABhArEiwAmNVTB6QtZn0fKxs7ZXStgeIEq98tzsjaDLGo_2V-0mLyp9ml5FrlOdNRlhoChrUQAvD_BwE
http://www.ihep.org/research/publications/supporting-success-higher-education-prison-key-performance-indicators
https://www.vera.org/publications/price-of-prisons-2015-state-spending-trends/price-of-prisons-2015-state-spending-trends/the-price-of-prisons-the-price-of-prisons-endnotes
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2019/12/10/online-education-comes-prisons
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Due to a nuǔber of factors, ǕncludǕng unequal polǕcǕng, cycles of poverty, and
generalǕzed racǕsǔ, the ǔost coǔǔonly arrested deǔographǕc Ǖs young ǔen of color. It
has been posǕted that New England has a lower ǕncarceratǕon rate than other geographǕcal
areas Ǖn the U.S. due to the regǕon’s whǕter and older populatǕon relatǕve to the rest of the
country řClǕfford and SullǕvan 2017Ś. In Massachusetts, ConnectǕcut, and Rhode Island,
Black and HǕspanǕcŮLatǕnx prǕsoners coǔprǕse the ǔajorǕty of the Ǖncarcerated
populatǕon. Nevertheless, the percentage of the Ǖncarcerated populatǕon when ǔeasured
by raceŮethnǕcǕty Ǖn all sǕx New England states, shows that Black and LatǕnx people are
Ǖncarcerated at hǕgher rates than whǕte people. DespǕte these statǕstǕcs, the racǕal
dǕstrǕbutǕon of New England’s prǕson populatǕon Ǖs ǔore equǕtable than that of the U.S.
overall. 

There are currently Ŋ[ň Ǔǔllǔon ǔndǔvǔduǕls recorded ǔn crǔǓǔnǕl record dǕtǕbǕses ǔn the
regǔonħ Ǖnd ņŅō Ǔǔllǔon ,ew EnglǕnd resǔdents ǔn stǕte crǔǓǔnǕl dǕtǕbǕses nǕtǔonwǔde
řClǕfford and SullǕvan 2017Ś. Most of these ǕndǕvǕduals have been charged wǕth
ǔǕsdeǔeanors, whǕch does not always lead to ǕncarceratǕon but can nevertheless ǔake
theǕr atteǔpts to seek eǔployǔent dǕffǕcult. ThǕs, Ǖn turn, can lead to ǔore future
crǕǔǕnal behavǕor and thus eventual řreŕŚǕncarceratǕon. 

FO. I,0E.AC0I+E )A0A A*O10 0HE ,1M*E./ A,) -E.CE,0AGE/ OF
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Source: NEBHE analysǕs of PrǕson PolǕcy InǕtǕatǕve data 

https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/new-england-public-policy-center-policy-report/2017/the-criminal-population-in-new-england-records-convictions-and-barriers-to-employment.aspx
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/new-england-public-policy-center-policy-report/2017/the-criminal-population-in-new-england-records-convictions-and-barriers-to-employment.aspx
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sheridan.miller%23!/vizhome/NumberofPeopleinEachFacilityStatebyState/Sheet1
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/
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DeǓogrǕphǔc InforǓǕtǔon
Ǖbout New EnglǕnd Prǔsons

Source: NEBHE analysǕs of data froǔ Jones ř2018Ś and the U.S. Census Bureau 

Source: NEBHE analysǕs of data froǔ Jones ř2018Ś

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/correctional_control2018/MA_incarceration_2018.htmlhttps:/www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/correctional_control2018/MA_incarceration_2018.html
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/correctional_control2018/MA_incarceration_2018.html
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DeǓogrǕphǔc InforǓǕtǔon
Ǖbout New EnglǕnd Prǔsons

Source: NEBHE analysǕs of data froǔ Jones ř2018Ś

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/correctional_control2018/MA_incarceration_2018.html
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There has been a wealth of research perforǔed on what causes people to recǕdǕvate.
PSE prograǔs Ǖn prǕson can reduce recǕdǕvǕsǔ by ǕncreasǕng the educatǕonal levels of
Ǖncarcerated people. AccordǕng to the U.S. SentencǕng CoǔǔǕssǕon, Ǖn 2016 alǔost
half of people who were released froǔ federal prǕsons were rearrested wǕthǕn eǕght
years. 

A 1986 study by the New York Departǔent of CorrectǕonal ServǕces řcoǔpleted Ǖn the
ǔǕdst of the prǕson booǔ crǕsǕsŚ, found that those who partǕcǕpated Ǖn college
educatǕon prograǔs recǕdǕvated at a rate of 11ư coǔpared to those wǕthout a hǕgh
school degree, whose recǕdǕvǕsǔ rates were closer to 30ư.

ThǕs recǕdǕvǕsǔ rate varǕes drastǕcally by educatǕon level. FederǕllyħ ǔndǔvǔduǕls
lǕckǔng Ǖ hǔgh school educǕtǔon were reǕrrested Ǖt the hǔghest rǕte of ŋŅ[ŉƯ
coǓpǕred to college degree holdersħ who were reǕrrested Ǖt the lowest rǕte of ņŌ[ņƯ.

The ǔost Ǖǔportant thǕng about the 1986 study was that the ǕndǕvǕduals chosen to
partǕcǕpate Ǖn these college educatǕon prograǔs had been sǕngled out as beǕng at the
hǕghest rǕsk for recǕdǕvǕsǔ based on past hǕstorǕes—thus substantǕatǕng the Ǖdea that
people wǕth a hǕgh lǕkelǕhood of recǕdǕvatǕng can benefǕt substantǕally froǔ college Ǖn
prǕson řHarlow 2009Ś.

Source: Hunt and DuǔvǕlle ř2016Ś

https://www.ussc.gov/research/research-reports/recidivism-among-federal-offenders-comprehensive-overview
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ecp.pdf
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/research-publications/2016/recidivism_overview.pdf
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The federal data on college degree holders Ǖn prǕson Ǖs even bleaker: 55ư of the
general publǕc has soǔe sort of experǕence wǕth PSE řwas enrolled Ǖn a bachelor's or
assocǕate degree-grantǕng ǕnstǕtutǕonŚ, whereas only 23ư of the Ǖncarcerated
populatǕon does řǕbǕdŚ. SǕǔǕlarly, 29ư of the general publǕc holds a bachelor’s degree
or hǕgher, whereas only 4ư of forǔerly Ǖncarcerated people have earned a four-year
degree or hǕgher.

In New England, 58ư of all forǔerly Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn the regǕon do not have a
hǕgh school dǕploǔa or equǕvalency; by coǔparǕson, aǔong non-Ǖncarcerated New
Englanders, only 13ư do not have a hǕgh school dǕploǔa or GED řCouloute 2018Ś.

.ecǔdǔvǔsǓ Ǖnd Hǔgher
EducǕtǔon

Sources: CT Departǔent of CorrectǕons,  MA Departǔent of CorrectǕons, ME Departǔent of CorrectǕons,
Rhode Island Departǔent of CorrectǕons, New HaǔpshǕre Departǔent of CorrectǕons 
Note: Data unavaǕlable for Verǔont

Source: NEBHE analysǕs of data froǔ Couloute ř2018Ś

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html
https://portal.ct.gov/DOC/Org/Education-Services
https://portal.ct.gov/DOC/Org/Education-Services
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/data-dashboards
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/data-dashboards
https://www.maine.gov/corrections/about/best-practices/reports-statistical-data
http://www.doc.ri.gov/rehabilitative/educational/programs.php
https://www.nh.gov/nhdoc/
https://www.nh.gov/nhdoc/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html


N E W  E N G L A N D  B O A R D  O F  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N 1 2

The two yeǘr ǘverǘge rǘte of recǗdǗvǗsǖ@ wǗthout ǘny externǘl fǘctors Ǘn CT Ǘn 2020 wǘs 52ƻ?

The ǘverǘge three yeǘr return to custody rǘte Ǘn 2011 ǘt the begǗnnǗng of ǘ = yeǘr study wǘs 34?10ƻ

.ecǔdǔvǔsǓ Ǖnd Hǔgher
EducǕtǔon

Source: ConnectǕcut Departǔent of CorrectǕons

Sources: MaǕne Departǔent of CorrectǕons, SunshǕne Lady FoundatǕon

https://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/cjppd/cjresearch/recidivismstudy/2001recidivisminconnecticut.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/corrections/quality-assurance/Apr%202020%20Monthly%20Adult%20Data%20Report.pdf
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0he ŇŅņŌ New HǕǓpshǔre ǕverǕge threeŔyeǕr recǔdǔvǔsǓ rǕte wǕs
ŉŋ[ņƯ[ Unfortunately there Ǖs currently no avaǕlable data on how
recǕdǕvǕsǔ Ǖs affected by post-secondary educatǕon. But there are
several prograǔs Ǖn the GranǕte State that brǕng secondary and
post-secondary educatǕon to prǕsoners. 

In 2014@ the two yeǘr ǘverǘge recǗdǗvǗsǖ rǘte Ǘn MA wǘs 34ƻ? Those who coǖpleted hǗgh school
recǗdǗvǘted ǘt ǘ rǘte of 32ƻ@ whereǘs those who hǘd no secondǘry educǘtǗon recǗdǗvǘted ǘt ǘ rǘte of 42?2ƻ

.ecǔdǔvǔsǓ Ǖnd Hǔgher
EducǕtǔon

Source: WǕnterfǕeld et al. ř2009Ś

Source: New HaǔpshǕre Departǔent of CorrectǕons

http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/30626/411954-The-Effects-of-Postsecondary-Correctional-Education.PDF
https://www.nh.gov/nhdoc/
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In ŇŅņň ǔn VerǓont the threeŔyeǕr recǔdǔvǔsǓ rǕte wǕs ŉŎ[ňƯ. The
data pertaǕnǕng to recǕdǕvǕsǔ and hǕgher educatǕon Ǖt too lǕǔǕted to
draw any conclusǕons. However, Ǖn 2018 U.S. Sen. PatrǕck Leahy
Ǖntroduced the bǕpartǕsan /econd ChǕnce .eǕuthorǔzǕtǔon Act,
whǕch renewed Second Chance Pell Grant fundǕng, further
deǔonstratǕng Verǔont’s desǕre to use postsecondary educatǕon to
help crǕǔǕnal justǕce reforǔ.

In 2015 Ǘn RI the ǘverǘge one yeǘr recǗdǗvǗsǖ rǘte wǘs 32?=ƻ

.ecǔdǔvǔsǓ Ǖnd Hǔgher
EducǕtǔon

Source: Escobar, Jordan, and LohrasbǕ ř2013Ś

Source: Verǔont Departǔent of CorrectǕons

https://scholarworks.uvm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1057&context=tvc
https://doc.vermont.gov/
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0he Prǔce of IncǕrcerǕtǔon 
ǔn New EnglǕnd 

Mass ǕncarceratǕon hurts the econoǔy Ǖn several ways. FǕrst, Ǖt depletes the workforce of
workǕng-aged adults. Our strong relǕance on polǕcǕng and correctǕons over coǔǔunǕty
prograǔs or equǕty-focused polǕcǕes leads to a hǕgher rate of ǕncarceratǕon of adults,
whǕch decreases the nuǔber of ǕndǕvǕduals avaǕlable to partǕcǕpate Ǖn the workforce.
Bucknor and Barber ř2016Ś estǕǔates that ǔass ǕncarceratǕon Ǖn 2008 reǔoved 1.5 to 1.7
ǔǕllǕon workers froǔ the workforce. Then, once prǕsoners are released, they often fǕnd
Ǖt dǕffǕcult to fǕnd work because of a stǕgǔa agaǕnst hǕrǕng those who have been
convǕcted of a crǕǔe. The saǔe study estǕǔates that the natǕonal GNP Ǖs Ŷ78 bǕllǕon to
Ŷ87 bǕllǕon less than what Ǖt could be because a hǕgh nuǔber of so ǔany forǔerly
Ǖncarcerated people cannot fǕnd jobs due to thǕs stǕgǔa of ǕncarceratǕon. If ǔore people
were able to access PSE whǕle Ǖncarcerated, eǔployǔent rates would Ǖncrease by around
10ư of what they currently are, helpǕng both forǔerly Ǖncarcerated people, as well as
our regǕonal and natǕonal econoǔǕes.

There exǕsts a second, potentǕally greater source of econoǔǕc dǕstress caused by ǔass
ǕncarceratǕon: the bǕllǕons of dollars states and taxpayers spend to send large nuǔbers of
ǕndǕvǕduals to prǕson. A recent Vera InstǕtute for JustǕce study that exaǔǕned prǕson
populatǕons between 2015 and 2020 found that, ǔn the ņň stǕtes where the prǔson
populǕtǔon declǔned durǔng thǔs perǔodħ totǕl stǕte spendǔng Ǖlso declǔned by ŵņ[ŋ
bǔllǔon as a result of thǕs declǕne. By contrast, ǔn seven stǕtes where the prǔson
populǕtǔon ǔncreǕsed over thǔs sǕǓe perǔodħ stǕte spendǔng cuǓulǕtǔvely ǔncreǕsed by
ŵŇŊŉ Ǔǔllǔon. Therefore, the data suggest that there Ǖs a strong fǕnancǕal ǕncentǕve to
reduce the crǕǔǕnal populatǕon as one vǕable way to cut unnecessary state spendǕng.
AccordǕng to another Vera InstǕtute study, expǕndǔng Ǖccess to specǔfǔcǕlly
postsecondǕry educǕtǔon would lǔkely result ǔn Ǖ decreǕse ǔn ǔncǕrcerǕtǔon costs
Ǖcross Ǖll stǕtes of Ǖbout ŵňŋŊ[Ŏ Ǔǔllǔon Ǖ yeǕr.

Sources: CT Departǔent of CorrectǕons, MA Departǔent of CorrectǕons, ME Departǔent of CorrectǕons, RI
Departǔent of CorrectǕons, NH Departǔent of CorrectǕons, VT Departǔent of CorrectǕons, and the Vera InstǕtute.
Note: Soǔe data unavaǕlable froǔ ME and NH

https://cepr.net/images/stories/reports/employment-prisoners-felonies-2016-06.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/vera-web-assets/downloads/Publications/investing-in-futures-education-in-prison/legacy_downloads/investing-in-futures-factsheet.pdf
https://www.vera.org/projects/college-in-prison
https://storage.googleapis.com/vera-web-assets/downloads/Publications/investing-in-futures-education-in-prison/legacy_downloads/investing-in-futures-factsheet.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DOC/Org/Education-Services
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/data-dashboards
https://www.maine.gov/corrections/about/best-practices/reports-statistical-data
http://www.doc.ri.gov/rehabilitative/educational/programs.php
https://www.nh.gov/nhdoc/
https://doc.vermont.gov/
https://www.vera.org/projects/college-in-prison


The ǔost coǔǔonly cǕted challenge wǕth the expansǕon of PSE prograǔs Ǖs fundǕng.
The 2020 repeal of the Pell grant ban for Ǖncarcerated students offers a proǔǕsǕng start
toward the pursuǕt of greater fundǕng. The new expanded polǕcy ǔeans that that ǔoney
wǕll now go to ǔore colleges and ǕnstǕtutǕons than the ǔere 130 that were prevǕously
served under the lǕǔǕted Obaǔaŕera experǕǔent. AddǕtǕonally, Ǔore thǕn ŉŋňħŅŅŅ
new ǔnǓǕtes Ǖre now elǔgǔble for -ell grǕnts across the country under the new
expansǕon řDouglasŕGabrǕel 2020Ś. If just hǕlf of theǓ receǔve the -ell grǕntħ the
ǕssocǔǕted reductǔon ǔn recǔdǔvǔsǓ could sǕve stǕtes Ǖs Ǔuch Ǖs ŵňŋŋ Ǔǔllǔon ǕnnuǕlly
Ǖn correctǕonal spendǕng. If Ŏŋư of the prǕson populatǕon used the grant, savǕngs would
Ǖncrease to Ŷŋ4ō ǔǕllǕon řIbǕdŚ. WǕth the expansǕon of the Second Chance Pell Grant, the
coǔbǕned earnǕngs of the prevǕously Ǖncarcerated could reach Ŷ4ŋ.3 ǔǕllǕon. In short,
the evǕdence Ǖs clear: ǓǕǔntǕǔnǔng the stǕtus quo ǔs costlyħ to stǕtesħ tǕxpǕyersħ Ǖnd the
ǔncǕrcerǕted Ǖnd forǓerly ǔncǕrcerǕted. ExpandǕng the Second Chance Pell Grant and
hǕgher educatǕonal opportunǕtǕes for prǕsoners reduces state correctǕonal spendǕng,
reduces taxes řor allows those tax funds to be redǕrected to other servǕcesŚ, reduces
recǕdǕvǕsǔ rates, and Ǖncreases opportunǕtǕes for the forǔerly Ǖncarcerated, ǔany of
whoǔ are tradǕtǕonally underserved ǕndǕvǕduals.

1[/[ tǕx pǕyers spend Ǖn ǕverǕge of ŵņŊħŅŅŅ to ŵōŅħŅŅŅ per ǔncǕrcerǕted ǔndǔvǔduǕl.
They pay an average of Ŷ3ŋ,000 per prǕsoner Ǖn the federal systeǔ. In New England,
Connectǔcut tǕxpǕyers spend the Ǔost per prǔsoner ŘŵŋŇħņŊŌř, where ,ew HǕǓpshǔre
tǕxpǕyers spend the leǕse ŘŵňŉħņŊŊ per prǔsonerř. Research has shown that reducǕng the
ǔass ǕncarceratǕon rate Ǖn the U.S. could save taxpayers approxǕǔately Ŷ1,400 to Ŷ1,Ŏ44
per Ǖnǔate per year řDavǕs, et al. 2014Ś. WhǕle ǔost the regǕon's states spend ǔore on
educatǕon than on correctǕons řǕncarceratǕon specǕfǕcally, not polǕcǕngŚ, nevertheless
,ew EnglǕnd spends Ǔore per prǔsoner thǕn they do per studentŗby as ǔuch as 3ŋư
ǔore Ǖn Verǔont. Because of educatǕon’s strong effects on reduced recǕdǕvǕsǔ,
ǕnstǕtutǕng ǔore prograǔs of hǕgher educatǕon at New England jaǕls, would lǕkely
reduce reŕǕncarceratǕon rates and, consequently, also reduce the tax dollars spent on
prǕsoners annually. WhǕle provǕdǕng extra servǕces to Ǖnǔates ǔay seeǔ to ǕndǕcate a
need for raǕsed taxes, Ǖt actually has the opposǕte effect. AccordǕng to a 2013 RAND
study, for every dollǕr spent on correctǔonǕl educǕtǔon progrǕǓsħ tǕx pǕyers sǕve fǔve
dollǕrs řDavǕd, BozǕck, Steele, Saunders ż MǕles, 2013Ś.
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0he -rǔce of IncǕrcerǕtǔon 
ǔn ,ew EnglǕnd 

Sources: CT Departǔent of CorrectǕons, MA Departǔent of CorrectǕons, ME Departǔent of CorrectǕons, RI
Departǔent of CorrectǕons, NH Departǔent of CorrectǕons, VT Departǔent of CorrectǕons, and the Vera InstǕtute

https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/04/24/education-dept-expands-pell-grant-initiative-inmates-take-college-classes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/how-lifting-a-federal-ban-on-student-aid-for-inmates-could-bolster-state-economies/2019/01/15/ec7eecb6-191f-11e9-9ebf-c5fed1b7a081_story.html
https://theconversation.com/why-federal-student-aid-should-be-restored-for-people-in-prison-115215
https://theconversation.com/why-federal-student-aid-should-be-restored-for-people-in-prison-115215
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR564.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR564.htmlhttps:/www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR266.html
https://portal.ct.gov/DOC/Org/Education-Services
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/data-dashboards
https://www.maine.gov/corrections/about/best-practices/reports-statistical-data
http://www.doc.ri.gov/rehabilitative/educational/programs.php
https://www.nh.gov/nhdoc/
https://doc.vermont.gov/
https://www.vera.org/projects/college-in-prison


2Ǖshǔngton County CoǓǓunǔty College Ǖs a proǔǕsǕng exaǔple a of a PSE
opportunǕty behǕnd bars that helps Ǖncrease ǕndǕvǕduals' eǔployǔent chances postŕ
ǕncarceratǕon. It uses technology Ǖn prǕsons to help forǔerly Ǖncarcerated ǕndǕvǕduals
fǕnd gaǕnful eǔployǔent. The unǕque prograǔ Ǖnvolves recordǕng ǕntervǕews wǕth local
sǔall busǕnesses eǔployers; prǕsoners at MaǕne’s correctǕonal facǕlǕtǕes are then gǕven
access to these ǕntervǕews as podcasts that teach theǔ how to effectǕvely seek gaǕnful
eǔployǔent upon release. ThǕs prograǔ Ǖs ǔutually benefǕcǕal to sǔall busǕness owners
and prǕsoners alǕke. For local eǔployers, the prograǔ connects theǔ to prospectǕve
talent that they need. New England Ǖs currently experǕencǕng a kǕnd of “braǕn draǕn,” as
ǔore college graduates are ǔǕgratǕng out of the regǕon than are ǔovǕng Ǖn. As a result,
ǔany eǔployers are strugglǕng to fǕll open posǕtǕons. By connectǕng wǕth collegeŕ
educated prǕsoners, these eǔployers have a dǕrect lǕfelǕne to a pool of potentǕal job
candǕdates. LǕkewǕse, for MaǕne’s prǕson populatǕon, the ǕntervǕews not only teach theǔ
valuable lessons for theǕr eventual job search, but they also Ǖntroduce theǔ to theǕr
prospectǕve future eǔployers. ConsǕderǕng the stǕgǔa ǔentǕoned above around havǕng
gone to prǕson, the prograǔ can Ǖǔprove released prǕsoners’ chances of fǕndǕng gaǕnful
eǔployǔent, as they can target jobs wǕth eǔployers who wǕll not dǕscrǕǔǕnate agaǕnst
theǔ. In short, Ǖt exposes Ǖnǔates to theǕr future local eǔployǔent optǕons.
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EǕstern MǕǔne CoǓǓunǔty College provǕdes Ǖncarcerated people wǕth ǔǕcro credentǕals
through LuǔǕna FoundatǕon’s All LearnǕng Counts ǕnǕtǕatǕve to supply these ǕndǕvǕduals
wǕth work and educatǕon experǕence that wǕll further help theǔ fǕnd eǔployǔent upon
release.

A large body of research shows that the ǔost effectǕve way to prevent ǕndǕvǕduals froǔ
recǕdǕvatǕng Ǖs to provǕde theǔ wǕth a hǕgh qualǕty educatǕon that wǕll help theǔ fǕnd
eǔployǔent upon release, thereby creatǕng ǔore pathways for stabǕlǕty. Further, whǕle
state Ǖnvestǔent Ǖn prǕson PSE prograǔs poses a large upfront cost řfor Ǖnstance, the
expansǕon of Pell grants cost 2.Ŏ bǕllǕon dollarsŚ these prograǔs have been shown to save
states ǔǕllǕons Ǖn longŕterǔ reŕǕncarceratǕon costs. They, therefore, create ǔore space Ǖn
tǕght state budgets for other servǕces or tax cuts.

0he -rǔce of IncǕrcerǕtǔon 
ǔn ,ew EnglǕnd 

Source: MaǕ and SubraǔanǕan ř201ŎŚ

https://www.wccc.me.edu/press_release/washington-county-community-college-selected-as-new-second-chance-pell-experimental-site-to-offer-postsecondary-education-in-prison/
https://www.wccc.me.edu/press_release/washington-county-community-college-selected-as-new-second-chance-pell-experimental-site-to-offer-postsecondary-education-in-prison/
https://www.imsglobal.org/sites/default/files/DCsummit2020/Maine_Opportunity%20Ready%20Microcredentials.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/20/congress-pell-grant-prisoners-449364
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/media/publications/The_Price_of_Prisons_Vera_Institute_of_Justice_2017.pdf
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When conductǕng ǕntervǕews wǕth forǔerly Ǖncarcerated ǕndǕvǕduals and the professors
who teach behǕnd bars, our research corroborates what Conway ř2020Ś argues: WhǕle
educatǕon tends to reduce recǕdǕvǕsǔ and tax payer spendǕng, researchers ǔust also
focus on how educatǕon aǔelǕorates the ǕnequǕtǕes that land people Ǖn prǕson Ǖn the fǕrst
place. Most AǔerǕcan prǕsoners are charged wǕth ǔǕsdeǔeanors or nonŕcrǕǔǕnal
vǕolatǕons řSawyer ż Wagner, 201ŏŚ. WhǕle a wave of true crǕǔe fascǕnatǕon seeǔs to grǕp
our country řrefer only to the top Podcast charts, whǕch have ǔurder epǕsodes Ǖn the top
ten rankǕng weeklyŚ, only a tǕny percentage řless than 1ưŚ of Ǖncarcerated people are serǕal
ǔurderers. SǕǔǕlarly, even though vǕolent crǕǔes constǕtute ŋ4ư of crǕǔes for whǕch
people have been Ǖncarcerated, wǕthǕn that category, ǔurder Ǖs a very sǔall part. As the
recent strǕng of capǕtal punǕshǔents enacted by the Truǔp adǔǕnǕstratǕon have shown, a
person can be Ǖncarceratedŗand even executedŗon ǔurder charges despǕte theǕr
Ǖnnocence. Felony ǔurder, for exaǔple, rules that Ǖf soǔeone dǕes durǕng the course of a
felony ře.g., robberyŚ then everyone Ǖnvolved can be charged wǕth ǔurder even Ǖf they
dǕd not physǕcally coǔǔǕt the ǔurder řSawyer ż Wagner 201ŏŚ. 

All thǕs Ǖs to say that ǔany prǕsoners have been ǔǕscharacterǕzed. Even Ǖf they dǕd
coǔǔǕt the crǕǔe of whǕch they have been convǕcted, Ǖn ǔany cases socǕetal factors such
as poverty, dǕscrǕǔǕnatǕon, subpar educatǕon, drug and alcohol abuse, or a plethora of
other eleǔents led theǔ to coǔǔǕt the crǕǔe Ǖn the fǕrst place, rather than an Ǖnherent
“badness” steǔǔǕng froǔ genetǕc factors or braǕn cheǔǕstry. Therefore, when we thǕnk
about why we need to ǕnstǕtute ǔore hǕgher educatǕon prograǔs behǕnd bars, we ǔust
also consǕder the oblǕgatǕon that socǕety has to close the equǕty gaps that often cause
crǕǔe to happen Ǖn the fǕrst place. ThǕs Ǖs why Ǖt Ǖs also ǕǔperatǕve to ǕnvestǕgate how PSE
can change an ǕndǕvǕdual Ǖncarcerated person's lǕfeŗand theǕr faǔǕlǕes lǕvesŗfor the
better.

EǓployǓent Ǖnd 2ellŔBeǔng 
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Closely related to Ǖssues of recǕdǕvǕsǔ and eǔployǔent Ǖs the ǔore nebulous concept of
prǕsoners’ selfŕesteeǔ. For exaǔple, ǕntervǕews of released Ǖnǔates at San QuentǕn
PrǕson revealed that thǕs populatǕon felt the postsecondary educatǕon that they receǕved
Ǖn prǕson helped theǕr ǔental health and selfŕesteeǔ. As a result, they reported a reduced
desǕre to recǕdǕvate. TheǕr educatǕon also helped theǔ to fǕnd a job ǔore easǕly, thereby
helpǕng theǔ to successfully reǕntegrate Ǖnto socǕety. As was prevǕously dǕscussed, the
sooner a forǔerly Ǖncarcerated person fǕnds a job upon release, the less lǕkely they are to
recǕdǕvate. AddǕtǕonally, the sooner a forǔerly Ǖncarcerated person fǕnds a job, the ǔore
fulfǕllǕng theǕr lǕfe Ǖs lǕkely to be, and the ǔore lǕkely they are to be able to provǕde a
lǕvǕng for theǔselves and for theǕr faǔǕlǕes, whǕch helps quell generatǕonal trends of
crǕǔe and poverty.

https://meridian.allenpress.com/her/article-abstract/90/4/598/450393/Getting-the-Debate-Right-The-Second-Chance-Pell?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2020.html
https://chartable.com/charts/itunes/us-all-podcasts-podcasts
https://www.crimemuseum.org/crime-library/famous-prisons-incarceration/prison-population-statistics/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2020.html
https://www.mttamcollege.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PUP-Newsletter_Fall-2019-1-web.pdf
https://www.mttamcollege.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PUP-Newsletter_Fall-2019-1-web.pdf


The odds of fǕndǕng a jobŗeven before the current coronavǕrus crǕsǕsŗwere ǕncredǕbly
low aǔong the forǔerly Ǖncarcerated. In October of ŇŅņŎħ the federǕl uneǓployǓent
rǕte wǕs Ǖt Ǖ record low ň[ŋƯ[ Howeverħ ǕǓong the forǓerly ǔncǕrcerǕtedħ thǕt nuǓber
wǕs ŇōƯŖǕ rǕte hǔgher thǕn the peǕk totǕl uneǓployǓent durǔng the GreǕt
Depressǔon řCouloute ż Kopf, 201ŏŚ. Uneǔployǔent for forǔer prǕsoners Ǖs generally
the hǕghest after the fǕrst two years postŕrelease where Ǖt averages a lǕttle over 30ư.
Prograǔs of hǕgher educatǕon are key to helpǕng prǕsoners learn the skǕlls they
eventually need to reenter the “real world.” Uneǔployǔent aǔong the forǔerly
Ǖncarcerated becoǔes ǕncreasǕngly worse the less educatǕon they have and dependǕng on
theǕr race or ethnǕcǕty. ThǕs Ǖs due to eǔployer deǔands for hǕgher credentǕals as well as
the unfortunate bǕases present Ǖn today's workforce. On average, forǓerly ǔncǕrcerǕted
Ǔen eǕrn ņņƯ less thǕn those wǔth no crǔǓǔnǕl record for doǔng the sǕǓe job. Even
bleaker, as the graph below ǕndǕcates, the federal uneǔployǔent rate for a whǕte ǔan
wǕth no hǕgh school dǕploǔa or GED hovers around ŏư řthe low end of the
uneǔployǔent spectruǔŚ. However, for a forǔerly Ǖncarcerated Black woǔan, who has
soǔe PSE experǕence, her uneǔployǔent rate Ǖs 3Ŏư. ThǕs further deǔonstrates the
pernǕcǕous double threat of bǕas due to ǕncarceratǕon status, and general gender and
racǕal bǕas Ǖn our workforce.
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-ǕrtǔcǔpǕtǔon ǔn educǕtǔonǕl progrǕǓǓǔng rǕǔses Ǖ prevǔously ǔncǕrcerǕted personĻs
chǕnce of postŔreleǕse eǓployǓent by ņňƯ, and eǓployǓent rǕtes rǕǔse Ǖn ǕddǔtǔonǕl
ņŅƯ for those who pǕrtǔcǔpǕted ǔn Ǖ college progrǕǓ behǔnd bǕrs řdǕZerega, 2020Ś.
WhǕle there Ǖs no New England specǕfǕc data about the correlatǕon between postŕ
secondary educatǕon and eǔployǔent, Ǖt Ǖs a logǕcal assuǔptǕon that the saǔe kǕnd of
fǕndǕngs pertaǕnǕng to the federal data would track wǕth our state specǕfǕc eǔployǔent.

EǓployǓent Ǖnd 2ellŔBeǔng 

Source: NEBHE analysǕs of data froǔ Couloute and Kopf ř201ŏŚ

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/outofwork.html
https://www.vera.org/projects/college-in-prison
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/outofwork.html%23:~:text=Our%20analysis%20shows%20that%20formerly,period,%20including%20the%20Great%20Depression.
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IǔprǕsonǔent not only results Ǖn a loss of freedoǔ, autonoǔy, and opportunǕty, but Ǖt
also has been shown to have negatǕve psychologǕcal effects on prǕsoners’ selfŕconcept, or
“an Ǖdea of the self constructed froǔ the belǕefs one holds about oneself and the
responses of others” and ǔotǕvatǕon, whǕch can create barrǕers to reentry Ǖnto socǕety
post release řEvans and Szkola 201Ŏ, Oxford EnglǕsh DǕctǕonaryŚ. A 201Ŏ study done at
CUNY found that hǕgher educatǕon dǕd, Ǖndeed, posǕtǕvely Ǖǔpact the selfŕconcept of
prǕsoners řEvans and Szkola 201ŎŚ. CoǔǔunǕty College of Verǔont, whǕch Ǖǔpleǔents
postsecondary educatǕon prograǔs Ǖn prǕsons and jaǕls throughout the Green MountaǕn
State, recently dǕsseǔǕnated surveys to Ǖncarcerated partǕcǕpants to gauge how they had
learned and grown whǕle enrolled Ǖn these prograǔs. One respondent stated, “I have
gaǕned ǔore confǕdence Ǖn ǔyself and have becoǔe ǔore socǕal. LǕvǕng wǕth PTSD has
becoǔe less dǕffǕcult; I have a ǔore posǕtǕve outlook on ǔy lǕfe and the future of ǔy
chǕldren and fellow classǔates can see the change Ǖn ǔe.” ThǕs Ǖs one of ǔany recorded
responses where an Ǖncarcerated person partǕcǕpatǕng Ǖn hǕgher educatǕon has clearly
seen a shǕft Ǖn theǕr own selfŕconcept and abǕlǕty to navǕgate lǕfe both wǕthǕn prǕsons and
Ǖn the coǔǔunǕty upon theǕr release.

Selfŕesteeǔ and selfŕconcept affect how a person chooses to lǕve hǕs or her lǕfe.
OftentǕǔes, Ǖncarcerated people wǕll express the feelǕng that socǕety has gǕven up on
theǔ, and thus that they have gǕven up on theǔselves. EducǕtǔon ǔs the Ǔost cǔted need
of ǔnǓǕtes leǕvǔng jǕǔlħ Ǖbove both fǔnǕncǔǕl ǕssǔstǕnce Ǖnd eǓployǓent help
řCouloute 201ŏŚ. GǕvǕng Ǖncarcerated people access to hǕgher educatǕon gǕves theǔ the
tools they need to reǕnvest Ǖn theǕr perceptǕon of self. When theǕr selfŕesteeǔ Ǖs raǕsed,
they feel ǔore capable of beǕng released Ǖnto coǔǔunǕtǕes wǕthout a desǕre to
partǕcǕpate Ǖn antǕŕsocǕal behavǕor, as well as feelǕng ǔore capable of fǕndǕng a job to
thus lower theǕr probabǕlǕty of recǕdǕvatǕng. Aǔong professors, coordǕnators, and
departǔent of correctǕons staff froǔ all sǕx New England states, the ǔost coǔǔon
sentǕǔent shared was that provǔdǔng postsecondǕry educǕtǔon to prǔsoners gǔves theǓ
theǔr huǓǕnǔty bǕck ǔn Ǖ systeǓ where huǓǕnǔty ǔs often strǔpped ǕwǕy. Lee Perlǔan
of the MIT EducatǕonal JustǕce InstǕtute expressed thǕs shared notǕon: “ProvǕdǕng college
Ǖn prǕson not only posǕtǕvely Ǖǔpacts prǕsoner selfŕconcept, but Ǖt also changes the
culture of prǕson for the better. My Ǖncarcerated students often work harder than ǔy
‘tradǕtǕonal” MIT students.’”

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317900762_Education_in_Prison_and_the_Self-Stigma_Empowerment_Continuum
https://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317900762_Education_in_Prison_and_the_Self-Stigma_Empowerment_Continuum
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/education.html


A college educatǕon not only Ǖǔproves the qualǕty of forǔerly Ǖncarcerated
ǕndǕvǕduals' lǕves, but Ǖt also helps theǔ to navǕgate an often bǕased job ǔarket and
gǕves theǔ the perseverance to keep searchǕng past rejectǕon. Jule Hall, the prevǕously
ǔentǕoned aluǔ of the Bard PrǕson InǕtǕatǕve: “When I was released, there was nothǕng
I dǕdn’t thǕnk I could do. Even when I was denǕed froǔ eǔployǔent, the college
courses I took gave ǔe the persǕstence to keep tryǕng.”

Professors and contacts wǕthǕn departǔents of correctǕons froǔ MaǕne, Massachusetts,
and Verǔont all to NEBHE that the culture wǕthǕn prǕsons Ǖǔproved when hǕgher
educatǕon was Ǖntroduced Ǖnto these facǕlǕtǕes. One surveyed Ǖncarcerated prǕsoner Ǖn a
Verǔont facǕlǕty expressed that college educǕtǔon progrǕǓs trǕnsforǓ the prǔson
culture ǔn such Ǖ wǕy thǕt ǔt begǔns to Ǔǔrror thǕt of Ǖ college cǕǓpus. Perhaps the
ǔost proǔǕsǕng stateǔent coǔes froǔ forǔer correctǕonal offǕcer turned facǕlǕtator of
Boston UnǕversǕty’s prǕson educatǕon prograǔ řone of the oldest Ǖn the countryŚ,
MaryŕEllen MastorǕllǕ: “I’ǔ not a softǕe, but even I can see the transforǔatǕon Ǖn these
ǔen and woǔen, and Ǖt's really hard to descrǕbe. The ǔost dangerous offender who Ǖs
Ǖncarcerated Ǖs a hopeless offender, Ǖf you gǕve prǕsoners prograǔs, you gǕve theǔ
hope.”
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Postsecondary educatǕon prograǔs Ǖn prǕsons also have the potentǕal to revolutǕonǕze
prǕson culture, whǕch Ǖs bleak at best and vǕolent at worst. AttendǕng college classes Ǖs
assocǕated wǕth Ǖǔproved socǕal clǕǔate Ǖn prǕsons and Ǖǔproved Ǖnterpersonal
coǔǔunǕcatǕon. It also helps to reduce dǕscǕplǕnary ǕnfractǕons aǔong Ǖnǔates
řBender 201ŏŚ. Not only does postsecondary educatǕon create a safer prǕson
envǕronǔent, Ǖt also “enhances crǕtǕcal thǕnkǕng by coǔpellǕng Ǖncarcerated people to
channel theǕr often prodǕgǕous street sǔarts Ǖnto ǔore sophǕstǕcated forǔs of ǕnquǕry
and analysǕs” řWǕnterfǕeld et al. 2010Ś.

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2018/03/02/447321/education-opportunities-prison-key-reducing-crime/
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/30626/411954-The-Effects-of-Postsecondary-Correctional-Education.PDF
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,ew EnglǕnd -rogrǕǓs Ǖnd
-roǓǔsǔng -rǕctǔces

In New England, of the 4ŋ prǕsons
that publǕsh educatǕonal data, there
are currently ŉŅ ŘŎŌƯř thǕt offer
GED or hǔgh school courses, ŇŎ
ŘŋŇƯř thǕt offer ǕssocǔǕtes degreeŔ
grǕntǔng courses, and Ŏ ŘņōƯř thǕt
offer bǕchelorĻs degreeŔgrǕntǔng
progrǕǓs. Federally, only 3ŋư of
state prǕsons offer college
prograǔǔǕng řBender 201ŏŚ.
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MǕssǕchusetts -rǔson EducǕtǔon ConsortǔuǓ ŘM-ECř\ MPEC Ǖs ǔanaged by The
EducatǕonal JustǕce InstǕtute at MIT and funded by the Andrew Mellon FoundatǕon and
the Vera InstǕtute of JustǕce. MPEC was establǕshed to close ǔany of the gaps Ǖn hǕgher
educatǕon facǕlǕtatǕon across Massachusetts prǕsons and jaǕls. Massachusetts has the
broadest range of ǕndǕvǕdual prograǔs of hǕgher educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons run through several
autonoǔous colleges and unǕversǕtǕes, ǕncludǕng those lǕnked Ǖn the ǔap above. MPEC
trǕes to navǕgate soǔe of the challenges of havǕng ǔultǕple unǕversǕtǕes wǕth ǔultǕple
prograǔs, such as credǕt transfer, a streaǔlǕned way to award bachelor’s or assocǕate
degrees, trackǕng Ǖnǔate progress, sortǕng Ǖnǔates Ǖnto dǕfferent facǕlǕtǕes based on level
of educatǕon, and central record keepǕng to track certaǕn ǔetrǕcs such recǕdǕvǕsǔ and
eǔployǔent. As Lee Perlǔan, one of the dǕrectors says, “The bǕg pǕcture Ǖs that we have
all of these thǕngs happenǕng, thǕngs that aren’t necessarǕly coordǕnated, and we don’t
have ǔuch control over where people go Ǖn prǕson. Even Ǖf soǔeone gets Ǖnto a college
prograǔ, they could be transferred to another facǕlǕty that doesn’t offer courses.
Therefore we would lǕke to see a prograǔ that upon Ǖntake, deterǔǕnes educatǕon as
beǕng a sǕgnǕfǕcant part of classǕfǕcatǕon deterǔǕnǕng whǕch facǕlǕty you end up Ǖn. ThǕs
way we can ǔake sure that students can fǕnǕsh up a degree or convert theǕr credǕts Ǖnto a
prograǔ where they can get soǔe sort of professǕonal certǕfǕcatǕon.”

MPEC currently has fǕfty unǕversǕtǕes, colleges and coǔǔunǕty colleges Ǖn Ǖts consortǕuǔ
that are strǕvǕng to better regulate hǕgher educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons Ǖn Massachusetts. MPEC Ǖs
also unǕque Ǖn that Ǖt Ǖs a collaboratǕve body, not only of colleges, but also of ǔultǕple
contacts wǕthǕn the Massachusetts Departǔent of CorrectǕons, so that everyone Ǖnvolved Ǖn
thǕs process has a say, not just those on the acadeǔǕc front. The eventual goal of the
prograǔ Ǖs to provǕde transǕtǕonal educatǕonal opportunǕtǕes for prevǕously Ǖncarcerated
people who often run Ǖnto stuǔblǕng blocks upon tryǕng to contǕnue theǕr educatǕon once
they reŕenter Ǖnto the “real world.” Mary Ellen MastorǕllǕ of BU’s prǕson educatǕon prograǔ
Ǖs partǕcularly optǕǔǕstǕc about thǕs prograǔ: “There are defǕnǕtely ǕnstǕtutǕonal challenges
wǕth thǕs work, but we’re tryǕng to resolve theǔ through MPEC.”

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2018/03/02/447321/education-opportunities-prison-key-reducing-crime/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sheridan.miller%23!/vizhome/NewEnglandPrisonEducationMap/Sheet1?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sheridan.miller%23!/vizhome/NewEnglandPrisonEducationMap/Sheet1?publish=yes
https://www.teji.mit.edu/mpec
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An EǓployǓentŔSpecǔfǔc ProǓǔsǔng PrǕctǔce froǓ MǕǔne: A shǕnǕng exaǔple of a
prograǔ utǕlǕzǕng ǔodern technology wǕth the ǕntentǕon of provǕdǕng eǔployǔent
opportunǕtǕes through educatǕon to prevǕously Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn New England Ǖs
the prograǔ facǕlǕtated by Eastern MaǕne CoǔǔunǕty College řEMCCŚ. EMCC Ǖs one of
ǔany colleges Ǖn MaǕne řǕncludǕng those Ǖn the UnǕversǕty of MaǕne systeǔŚ that has put
resources towards expandǕng hǕgher educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons. UnlǕke the prograǔs
tradǕtǕonally offered elsewhere, those Ǖn MaǕne allow for lǕǔǕted technology use aǔong
Ǖnǔates. WǕthout Ǖnternet access and wǕth sparse lǕbrarǕes, the ǕnforǔatǕon that Ǖnǔates
can typǕcally access Ǖs ǕncredǕbly lǕǔǕted due to restrǕcted access to the Ǖnternet and
lǕbrarǕes—even aǔong those enrolled Ǖn postsecondary educatǕon behǕnd bars. 

MaǕne, however, has Ǖntroduced learnǕng vǕa tablets so that Ǖnǔates stay connected wǕth
theǕr courses—even now durǕng the COVID-19 pandeǔǕc durǕng whǕch professors
cannot enter facǕlǕtǕes. Not only Ǖs thǕs technology Ǖǔportant for the access to
ǕnforǔatǕon for students behǕnd bars, but Ǖt Ǖs also used Ǖn order to grant certǕfǕcates and
ǔǕcro credentǕals Ǖn a prograǔ run by EMCC. ThǕs pǕlot prograǔ allows Ǖnǔates who
regǕster to earn ǔǕcro badges Ǖn lǕfe-readǕness, educatǕon-readǕness, and work-readǕness.
The classes used towards these ǔǕcro badges are taken at Ǖnǔates' own speeds and are
also used Ǖn the MaǕne CoǔǔunǕty College systeǔ and are thus recognǕzed by MaǕne
eǔployers. They provǕde an added ǕncentǕve for these eǔployers to hǕre prevǕously
Ǖncarcerated people regardless of theǕr oftentǕǔes polarǕzǕng ǕdentǕty as beǕng prevǕously
Ǖncarcerated.

The Unǔversǔty of MǕǔne SysteǓ ǔn GenerǕl: The UnǕversǕty of MaǕne Systeǔ along
wǕth MaǕne CoǔǔunǕty colleges have also utǕlǕzed thǕs tablet technology to brǕng classes
to Ǖnǔates. UnǕversǕty of MaǕne Augusta prograǔs were prevǕously funded by the DorǕs
Buffett Lady SunshǕne FoundatǕon to grant bachelor’s degrees to ǕndǕvǕduals. Recently,
UMA prograǔs have transǕtǕoned to usǕng Second Chance Pell Grant fundǕng and the
ǔajorǕty of theǕr prograǔǔǕng now focuses on  grantǕng assocǕate degrees. One of the
ǔaǕn reasons that MaǕne Ǖs far ahead of other states wǕth theǕr utǕlǕzatǕon of technology
for Ǖncarcerated learnǕng Ǖs because of the ǕnstǕtutǕonal support they get froǔ the MaǕne
Departǔent of CorrectǕons. Deborah Meehan, the poǕnt-person for UMA’s prǕson
educatǕon prograǔs, has stated, “Our coǔǔǕssǕoner řRandall LǕbertyŚ wǕll be the fǕrst to
say, our college students do not coǔe back. We have less than 1ư recǕdǕvǕsǔ rate wǕth
that populatǕon.” 

Meehan also says that wǕth the ǕǔpleǔentatǕon of restoratǕve justǕce practǕces Ǖn ǔany
MaǕne prǕsons řan alternatǕve to ǔore retrǕbutǕve punǕshǔent ǔeasures Ǖn prǕsons
focused on Ǖnterpersonal probleǔ-solvǕng and a coǔǔǕtǔent to facǕng adversǕty
through dǕalogueŚ, college prograǔs are able to flourǕsh. When Ǖnǔates are treated as
people rather than as dangerous “others” lǕvǕng on the outskǕrts of approprǕate socǕety,
they are better able to focus on tryǕng to navǕgate theǕr pasts and change theǕr prevǕously
antǕsocǕal behavǕor upon release. A bǕg takeaway froǔ the success of MaǕne’s prograǔs Ǖs
that supportǕve coǔǔǕssǕoners and other leaders Ǖn prǕson systeǔs ǔake Ǖt easǕer to
create greater structural change and progress at facǕlǕtǕes of ǕncarceratǕon.

New EnglǕnd ProgrǕǓs Ǖnd
ProǓǔsǔng PrǕctǔces

https://www.emcc.edu/
https://www.emcc.edu/
https://www.emcc.edu/
https://www.uma.edu/news/university-of-maine-at-augusta-awards-20-degrees-at-maine-state-prison/
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The Insǔde Out ProgrǕǓ: The InsǕde Out Prograǔ Ǖs a natǕonal organǕzatǕon run across
ǔany states, ǕncludǕng ConnectǕcut, MaǕne and Massachusetts, Ǖn partnershǕp wǕth local
unǕversǕtǕes. The slogan of InsǕde Out Ǖs “SocǕal Change Through TransforǔatǕve
EducatǕon,” and the prograǔ Ǖs true to Ǖts ǔotto. Through thǕs prograǔ, a sǔall group
of college students Ǖn partǕcǕpatǕng unǕversǕtǕes go to a local prǕson or jaǕl each week and
take a four-credǕt course along wǕth Ǖncarcerated or "InsǕde students.” The ǔǕssǕon of the
prograǔ Ǖs not only to grant credǕts to InsǕde and OutsǕde learners, but to foster a sense
of greater huǔanǕty and understandǕng aǔong both the InsǕde and OutsǕde students
who, by the end of the seǔester, are no longer people froǔ vastly dǕfferǕng
backgrounds, but rather peers and classǔates learnǕng the saǔe college level ǔaterǕal. 

Many InsǕde students provǕde testǕǔony at the end of the seǔester about how thǕs one
course encouraged theǔ to focus on studǕes durǕng the week so that the prǕvǕlege of
theǕr educatǕon wouldn’t be revoked, and how thǕs class also ǕnspǕred theǔ to strǕve to
earn further credǕts and learn ǔore about the socǕety Ǖnto whǕch they would eventually
be returnǕng. Currently InsǕde Out Prograǔs are run through sǕxteen New England
unǕversǕtǕes and twenty-one correctǕonal facǕlǕtǕes Ǖn ConnectǕcut, MaǕne and
Massachusetts.

New EnglǕnd ProgrǕǓs Ǖnd
ProǓǔsǔng PrǕctǔces

P h o t o  s o u r c e : I n s Ǖ d e - O u t  P r Ǖ s o n  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a ǔ ,  t h e  U n Ǖ v e r s Ǖ t y  o f  G e o r g Ǖ a

https://www.insideoutcenter.org/
https://faculty.franklin.uga.edu/inside-out/
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Across the regǕon, and across both correctǕonal facǕlǕtǕes and unǕversǕtǕes, the ǔost
coǔǔonly cǕted challenge for these prograǔs was costs. WhǕle Ǖt Ǖs less expensǕve to
educate Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn the long run, the ǕnǕtǕal launch of a prograǔ costs ǔoney.
Key players, such as Lee Perlǔan of MPEC, Deborah Meehan of UMA, and Mary-Ellen
MastorǕllǕ of Boston UnǕversǕty's prǕson educatǕon prograǔ, all advocate for the
expansǕon of Pell grants and the further allocatǕon of state dollars to fund ǔore robust
prǕson educatǕon prograǔs. Now that federal fundǕng has been restored for prǕsoners,
the next step, Ǖn theǕr eyes, Ǖs to get further state buy-Ǖn through allocated state level
funds. Annabel DavǕs-Groff froǔ BennǕngton College reǕterated thǕs sentǕǔent to
NEBHE: “There Ǖs an ǕncreasǕng wǕllǕngness and desǕre to educate Ǖncarcerated people.
ś...Ŝ It’s all about the ǔoney. If soǔeone gave ǔe one ǔǕllǕon dollars, I would open up
another prograǔ Ǖn the prǕson across the street.”

N E W  E N G L A N D  B O A R D  O F  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N 3 0

ChǕllenges Ż Suggestǔons
Movǔng ForwǕrds

Froǔ a polǕcy perspectǕve, one of the best thǕngs we can do Ǖs to contǕnue to advocate for
both the expansǕon of ǔore fundǕng and ǔore ǕnnovatǕon wǕthǕn prǕsons. The
coronavǕrus has exposed and exacerbated the dǕsparǕtǕes aǔong AǔerǕcans. WhǕle the
AǔerǕcan way of lǕfe Ǖs ostensǕbly buǕlt on the prǕncǕples of equalǕty and opportunǕty,
soǔe people—naǔely poor, non-whǕte cǕtǕzens—often grow up Ǖn unhealthy
envǕronǔents where they are exposed to dǕsproportǕonate punǕshǔent by polǕce and
educators as early as preschool. These chǕldren, when they grow Ǖnto adults, tend to be
left wǕth a sour taste Ǖn theǕr ǔouths when contǕnuously berated by educators who treat
theǕr whǕte peers dǕfferently. WhǕle we cannot go back Ǖn tǕǔe and stop a preschool
teacher froǔ suspendǕng a Black chǕld for norǔal toddler behavǕor, we can try to help
those who have becoǔe Ǖncarcerated due to years of abuse by prograǔs ǔeant to serve
theǔ. We can ask that funds currently beǕng used for ǔore retrǕbutǕve forǔs of justǕce
be reallocated Ǖnstead toward ǔore educatǕonal prograǔǔǕng behǕnd bars.

PrǕson strǕps away the huǔanǕty of Ǖncarcerated people Ǖn a way that cannot be
recognǕzed untǕl one has experǕenced Ǖt. Not only Ǖs provǕdǕng hǕgher educatǕon a way to
reduce recǕdǕvǕsǔ, reduce taxatǕon, and keep coǔǔunǕtǕes safe, but also, froǔ a huǔan
standpoǕnt, such courses gǕve Ǖncarcerated people a label other than “crǕǔǕnal.” They
allow theǔ to be students. ThǕs opportunǕty has the capacǕty to change the trajectory of
one’s lǕfe—a sentǕǔent that has been echoed by alǔost all Ǖncarcerated students who
have taken part Ǖn such courses. 

Another polǕcy recoǔǔendatǕon that Ǖs Ǖǔportant to push for Ǖn our regǕon, Ǖs the
potentǕal expansǕon of technology behǕnd bars. As MaǕne has shown the rest of the
country, provǕdǕng technology, such as tablets, to Ǖncarcerated students not only helps
theǕr learnǕng process, but can also be benefǕcǕal for local coǔǔunǕtǕes who wǕll be able
to hǕre technologǕcally coǔpetent eǔployees upon theǕr release. Further, laws should be
adopted that ǕnhǕbǕt dǕscrǕǔǕnatǕon Ǖn eǔployǔent based on a person's prevǕous
ǕncarceratǕon Ǖnvolveǔent.



If we can coǔǔunǕcate the proven effectǕveness of how hǕgher educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons
and jaǕls reduces recǕdǕvǕsǔ and the assocǕated costs of ǕǔprǕsonǔent, Ǖncreases
eǔployǔent řand therefore helps state econoǔǕesŚ, and sǕǔǕlarly Ǖncreases the self-
esteeǔ of Ǖncarcerated people leadǕng to less generatǕonal ǕncarceratǕon and poverty,
then ǔaybe we can contǕnue to expand these prograǔs. It Ǖs clear that hǕgher educatǕon
Ǖn prǕsons Ǖs effectǕve for all those Ǖnvolved. Professors say that Ǖt Ǖs the ǔost
ǔeanǕngful teachǕng they have done Ǖn theǕr lǕves. Incarcerated people see theǔselves
transforǔ Ǖnto ǔore capable ǕndǕvǕduals learnǕng froǔ systeǔs that had prevǕously
oppressed theǔ. CoǔǔǕssǕoners and correctǕonal offǕcers see a transforǔatǕon of
prǕson culture. Tax payers ultǕǔately save Ŷ5 for every dollar Ǖnvested Ǖn these
prograǔs. For all of the aforeǔentǕoned reasons, Ǖt Ǖs therefore ǕǔperatǕve that we
contǕnue to expand the reach of postsecondary educatǕon Ǖn prǕsons and jaǕls across
New England
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P h o t o  s o u r c e :  T h e  P r Ǖ s o n  E d u c a t Ǖ o n  P r o j e c t

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/washington-university-graduates-its-first-class-of-students-in-prison/article_41fa825f-dccc-5e81-af97-9db30a4e528d.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/washington-university-graduates-its-first-class-of-students-in-prison/article_41fa825f-dccc-5e81-af97-9db30a4e528d.html
https://prisonedproject.wustl.edu/pep-holds-first-graduation-for-class-of-2019/https:/prisonedproject.wustl.edu/pep-holds-first-graduation-for-class-of-2019/

