




Background 

In November 2019, the New England Board of Higher Education (NEBHE), received a 

three-year implementation grant co-funded by the Teagle Foundation and the Davis Educational 

Foundation to develop systematic transfer pathways between community colleges and 

independent colleges and universities in three New England states including Massachusetts. 

NEBHE is partnering with the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities in 

Massachusetts (AICUM) to establish the Massachusetts Independent College Transfer 

Guarantee, which ensures acceptance at an independent four-year institution for students 

graduating from a community college with an associate degree. 

II Massachusetts Independent College Transfer Guarantee 

The Massachusetts Independent College Transfer Guarantee (Massachusetts Guarantee) 

builds upon existing Massachusetts' transfer policy for public institutions of higher education, 

with the intention of creating a seamless system of transfer in the state and expanding transfer 

options for Massachusetts community college students. The Massachusetts Guarantee will 

ensure acceptance at a participating independent Guarantee institution for associate degree 

holding students who have met a minimum GPA requirement of 2.5. At the core of the 

Massachusetts Guarantee is an unwavering commitment to equity, opportunity and access for 

all students in higher education. 

Ill Purpose 

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Association of Independent Colleges and 

Universities in Massachusetts (AICUM), the Massachusetts Association of Community Colleges 

(MACC), and the New England Board of Higher Education and 
Suffolk University signed on ____ _ 

serves as the agreement for the Massachusetts Guarantee. The MOA applies roles and 

responsibilities and terms and conditions to the signators of this agreement. The signatories 

shall include the president of each organization or his/her designee. 

IV Roles and Responsibilities 

New England Board of Higher Education (NEBHE) 

NEBHE was established in 1955 by the six New England governors and authorized as a 

regional higher education compact by Congress. NEBHE's mission is to promote greater 

educational opportunities and services for the residents of New England and its more than 230 

colleges and universities. Under the Massachusetts Guarantee NEBHE will: 

1. Serve as the administrator for the joint Teagle Foundation and Davis Educational

Foundation grant award.

2. Seek additional grant funds through foundations and other means to support the

Massachusetts Guarantee.
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Julie H. Sandell, Provost and Sr. Vice President for Academic Affairs

December 2, 2020



Other Signatories to the Agreement 

New England Board of Higher Education 

Signator Name and Title: Michael K. Thomas, President & CEO 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____9/1/20___________________________________________________ 

Association of Independent Colleges and Universities in Massachusetts 

Signator Name and Title: Richard J. Doherty, President 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Date:_____9/1/20___________________________________________________ 

Masachusetts Association of Community Colleges 

Signator Name and Title: Tom Sannicandro, Director 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________ 

Signator Name and Title: James Mabry, Chair of the Council of Massachusetts Community 
 College Presidents (2020-2021) 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________ 
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