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Higher Education System	

A New England Comparison	



Demographic Challenges	
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Source: NEBHE Analysis of Knocking at the College Door data 



College Readiness + Going	
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In 2016, 68.1% of 
Connecticut’s high 
school graduates 
enrolled in higher 

education	

Source: NEBHE Analysis of College Board  data 



Enrollment Trends	
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Enrollment in CT’s 
colleges made up 

20.2% of the regions’ 
total higher education 

enrollment in Fall 
2015	
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Source: NEBHE analysis of National Center for Education Statistics data via IPEDS 



Enrollment Trends	
Source: NEBHE analysis of National Center for Education Statistics data via IPEDS 

  

Total first-time 
undergraduate 
enrollment, Fall 2014 

State residents enrolled 
in-state, Fall 2014 

State residents enrolled 
out-of-state, Fall 2014 

Out-of-state residents 
enrolled, Fall 2014 

CT 31,550 21,080 15,713 10,470 
ME 11,253 7,545 3,181 3,708 
MA 74,982 45,782 20,129 29,200 
NH 15,378 6,637 5,320 8,741 
RI 15,447 6,231 3,072 9,216 
VT 7,525 2,459 2,260 5,066 
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Share of First-time Undergraduates Enrolled from 
In-state by Sector, Fall 2014  



Higher Education Completion 
2010 Cohort – 150% time	
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Source: NEBHE analysis of National Student Clearinghouse data, CT Employment and 
Training Commission’s 2016-17 Legislative Report Card 

68% of Connecticut’s 
public college and 

university graduates, 
in the class of 2015, 
were found to be 

working in the state 
7-9 months after 

graduation	



Affordability	
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60% of the class of 
2016 (4-year public 
and private college 

students) have student 
loan debt – on average 

$35,494	

Source: NEBHE analysis of National Center for Education Statistics data via IPEDS, 
Institute for College Access and Success, Project on Student Debt 



Financial Aid Trends	
Source: NEBHE analysis of annual NASSGAP reports 
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Financial Aid Trends	
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Source: NEBHE analysis of annual NASSGAP reports 



Goals	

Connecticut has set 
the goal of 70% 
postsecondary 

a\ainment by 2025 – 
currently, 54% of the 

population has a 
credential, certificate 

or degree	
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Source: NEBHE analysis of National Center for Education Statistics data via IPEDS, 
Lumina Foundation’s A Stronger Nation 



Goals	
Source: NEBHE analysis of National Center for Education Statistics data via IPEDS, 
Lumina Foundation’s A Stronger Nation, bachelor’s and associate’s degrees 
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