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Entering the fall 2020 term, higher education was reeling from
the coronavirus pandemic. Enrollment was down — particularly among

students most at risk of basic needs insecurity; fewer students had
completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid; and college
retention rates had dropped. Students and faculty were stressed

and anxious. And by the end of the term, more than 267,000
Americans died. At the same time, the federal government pumped an
unprecedented $6+ billion of emergency aid via the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.

This report examines the pandemic’s impact on the #RealCollege
students who were able to continue their education in this challenging
environment. We assessed students’ basic needs security and their
well-being as indicated by their employment status, academic
engagement, and mental health.
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While vaccines offer hope for fall 2021, the impact of the pandemic will reverberate for years.
Providing students the supports they need — including for their basic needs — is the best way
to ensure they can complete degrees.

To read the full report visit http//bltly/RCReport2021
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